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Mission & Program Highlights

The mission of The Fund is to provide abused, neglected, and at-risk children or 
their families in Lehigh and Northampton CounƟes with the beds, clothing, 
heaƟng, and other bare necessiƟes they cannot receive through tradiƟonal 
government resources because of government guidelines or insufficient funding.

Our pledge to donors is our 
guarantee that every penny of a 
donor’s contribuƟon goes to help 
a child in need. This level of 
funding is possible because The 
Fund’s trustees personally 
underwrite operaƟng expenses, 
so that every dollar of every 
donaƟon enhances the life of a 
needy child.

Program Highlights
In the past five years, we have helped 6,978 children in the Lehigh Valley by fulfilling 
requests totaling $670,000

families secured car seats, safety gates, vacuum 
cleaners, bedding, and uƟlity payments

kids got their own beds

kids received school uniforms, winter 
coats, sneakers, and other clothes

kids aƩended educaƟonal classes, 
aŌer-school, and camp acƟviƟes

kids met their health and 
hygiene needs

kids received addiƟonal help 
through OperaƟon Santa Claus



Referral Request Process

The Fund fulfills requests in the following six categories:

Family Needs
May include beds, maƩresses, dressers, 
cribs, strollers, car seats, and safety gates. 
Also, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, 
transportaƟon costs, and some child care.

Clothing
Supplements wardrobes for children and 
teens, including school uniforms, shoes, 
and coats.

Health Care
Supports health-related items not covered by health insurance or government programs. 
Requests can include insect exterminaƟon fees, air condiƟoners for asthmaƟc children, 
nursing or respite care for children with severe medical problems.

 Enrichment 
May cover enrollment fees for arts classes, sports,
academics, school trips, or other 
enrichment opportuniƟes.    

EducaƟon 
May include enrollment in preschool programs, alternaƟve schools, vocaƟonal-technical 
schools, remedial classes, and summer schools.

Camp Scholarships
May cover enrollment for overnight camping, day camp, or specialized summer programs.

      
In addiƟon, we fund OperaƟon Santa Claus through designated funds.  

This fund provides giŌs and other goods to children and families over the holidays.



Any professional working with children in the Lehigh Valley can apply to The Fund for 
assistance. Professionals may include caseworkers, counselors, clergy, therapists, mentors, and 
visiƟng nurses. 

Before applying to The Fund, the referral source must first explore all other known resources 
like family and community services. If no other resources are available, the referrer submits a 
request form to The Fund administrator.

AŌer ensuring that a request falls 
within Fund guidelines, the 
administrator forwards it to the 
Trustees for review and approval. 
This process may take up to three 
weeks, but can be expedited for 
emergencies. If the request is 
approved, the administrator 
forwards the funds to the 
provider, not the beneficiary.

The Fund requires that referrers 
forward an evaluaƟon of the 
child’s experience with the item 
or services within one year.



History

The Fund began in 1991, when several members of the Advisory Commi�ee for the Lehigh 
County Office of Children and Youth Services became increasingly concerned that Lehigh Valley 
children’s needs were o"en not met, either because tradi#onal government agencies lacked 
funding or their guidelines limited their efforts.    

The commi�ee originally provided 
donated household items and clothing 
that were not available through 
tradi#onal government sources to the 
agencies’ at-risk families in Lehigh and 
Northampton Coun#es. Over #me, as 
warehousing and delivery became 
difficult, the commi�ee focused its 
efforts on fundraising so that it could 
purchase items for at-risk children. The 
Founding Trustees established a 
separate en#ty that would support 
children throughout the Lehigh Valley: 
The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth.

The Fund began with revenues of $4,784 in 1991. 
In 2017, they were $158,535.

Request: PB-121

Amount: $180

Appeal:  This girl, age 16, has a history of sexual assault, depression, anxiety, 

cu(ng behaviors, bulimia nervosa, and school truancy. She has been in and out 

of treatment facili#es and counseling. The referrer requests funds to pay for an 

evalua#on by a pediatric gastrointes#nal doctor with experience in ea#ng 

disorders, hoping that the evalua#on will win an appeal for insurance coverage 

for treatment. The mother cannot afford this cost and has no other resources. 

Status:  Approved

Every week The Fund meets needs like this

my little sister slept
on the floor

on a towel
Lytesha,  age 13

Northampton County



From Our Board President

Dear Friends of The Fund,

Needs for children in the Lehigh Valley 

remain great, par!cularly in the 

categories of Family Needs and Clothing.  

We con!nue to ensure that other 

community resources are explored first, 

so that The Fund is, indeed, the last 

hope for our Lehigh Valley children.  We 

are immensely grateful to our many 

generous donors -- those who've been 

with us since Day One, the newcomers, 

and all those in between!

In the past year, The Fund’s Board of 

Trustees has updated its strategic plan, refined its development direc!on, 

and improved its media exposure through a growing social media presence and a 

new website: helplehighvalleychildren.org. 

Our Trustees are careful stewards of donor gi$s, and we remain commi%ed to the 

longstanding tradi!on of funding all administra!ve expenses, so that we can say that 

every dollar donated by the community provides a dollar's worth of goods and 

services for the children and families we serve.   

It is my hope that this year brings peace and contentment to all, as we all con!nue to 

care for our precious children.

Sincerely,

Laura Black

Board President

our electric bill is paid.
my husband finally got a job.

i think we can do it!
Carmen, disabled mother of three,

Lehigh County



Trustees and Staff

Laura Black, President   (1991)
Jane R. Ervin, Vice President   (2016)
Lauren M. Wallitsch*, Secretary  (2007)
Dolly Butz, Treasurer    (1993)

Dee Ann Andreƫ    (2000)
Polly Beste     (2015-2017)
Chet Brown     (2017-2017)
Cheryl Blieler     (2015)
Joseph A. DiGangi    (2010-2017)
Paul Eifler*     (1993-2017)
Luis Garcia     (2017)
Phyllis Grube     (2007)
Judith Ann Harris, Esquire*   (2002)
Vicky Kistler     (2017)
Laura McHugh    (2017)
Dennis C. Morton, Jr.    (2016)
Elizabeth Scofield    (2017)

*Past President

2016-2017 Trustees

Gail Howell     (2000)
Staff

Laura Black
Anne M. Harrity
Anne C. Shire+

Lolly W. Siegel
Seymour Traub, Esquire

+deceased

Founding Trustees

Request: PB-4162
Amount: $250 
Appeal:  The mother and two children, ages 3 
and 11, live in just one room, and sleep on the floor. 
The referrer has located a foldable futon that is 
appropriate for the children to sleep on and will 
take up the least amount of space. The family has 
no other resources. 
Status:  Approved

Every week The Fund meets needs like this

from car seats to clothing, 
from vacuum cleaners to 
karate lessons, you have 
enabled us to provide so 
many things for some of 
the neediest families in the 
lehigh valley



Family Needs (68%)

Clothing (15%)

Camp (6%)

Enrichment (5%)

    Dental and Health (2%)
EducaƟon (1%)

OperaƟon Santa Claus (3%)

Finances

Individual ContribuƟons:
    CorporaƟons, FoundaƟons and Government:

    Special Events and 3rd-Party Events:
    Miscellaneous:

   75,832
77,968

4,645
90

158,535

$
$
$
$
$

2017 Revenues

Our Pledge to Donors

2017 Distribution

We guarantee that every 
penny of a donor’s 

contribuƟon goes to help a 
child in need. 

This level of funding is 
possible because 

The Fund’s trustees 
personally underwrite 
operaƟng expenses.

thank you for your continued support of our valley youth house families. i was at a client’s home when 

the children’s beds were delivered. they were so excited!



$5,000 + $1,000 - $4,999 $500 - $999

Donors

Dee Ann and Mario Andreƫ
Anonymous FoundaƟons (4)
Bespoke Motor Group
Butz FoundaƟon
Dolly and Lee Butz
Century Fund
Lehigh Valley Community 
FoundaƟon
Regina Rogers
St. John’s U.C.C. Church, Allentown
Estate of Ronald A. Treichler

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Andreƫ
Michael Andreƫ FoundaƟon
Barbra Andreƫ-Curto
Walter and Alma BasƟan FoundaƟon
Patricia and Sanford Beldon
Polly and Fred Beste
Florine and Edward J. Burkhard
Greg L. Butz
Shari Butz
Elaine Emrick
Jane and Eugene Ervin
Exchange Club FoundaƟon of
    Western Lehigh, Pennsylvania
Sue and Robert Gadomski
Richard Goddard
Judith Harris
Jason Hartman
Hospital Central Services, Inc.
Iron Pigs Charity
Catherine Jaindl-Leuthe
Just Born, Inc. 
Nancy and Roy Kapanka
Lee McDonald
Amy and Thomas Scalici
Elizabeth Scofield 
    and James Tanenbaum
Carol Walck
Lauren and Thomas Wallitsch

Laura and Robert Black
Cheryl and Michael Bleiler
Dr. and Mrs. William M. Burfeind
Alice and Edward N. Cahn
Joanne and Noshir Chinoy
Laura and Mark Fine
Philip M. Hof
Fred J. Jaindl Family FoundaƟon
Becky Keptner 
    and Bill Schaninger
Sally and Paul KraŌ
Ferne Kushner
Gina and Dennis Morton
Night Vision Depot, Inc.
Orlando Diefenderfer 
    Electrical Contractor, Inc.
Rita and Joseph Scheller
Lester Shafer Family 
    Charitable Trust
Amy and Nicholas Slenker
Bill Sugra Memorial Fund

with gratitude



$250 - $499 > $249

Donors

Anonymous (2)
MarƟn D. Cohen Family FoundaƟon
Ann Cousin
Lois Daday
Carolyn and L. Anderson Daub
Lucinda Dealtrey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Donatelli
Priscilla and Terry D. Eckert
Jean and Raymond Federici
Janice and Paul Gross
Rene and J. Patrick Kleaveland
Diane LaBelle and Norman Girardot
Kim and David LaValva
Sue and Ted Lyons
Elizabeth and D. Bradley Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Mosebach
Lydia Panas and Edwin Baldrige 
Phyllis and Henry Perkin
Nina and Joseph Schaffer
John P. Servis
Lu Ann and Richard W. Silberg
Pat and Burke Swan
Sue and Seymour Traub
Debi and John VanBrakle
Ralph D. Weaver
Paƫ and Carl B. Weiss
Rima and Eric R. Wilbey

with gratitude

Anonymous
Marsha and Alan Abraham
Margaret and Earl R. Ackerman
Dr. and Mrs. Houman Ahdieh
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Bachman
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Barbour
Maryann Barone
Peggy and  Bill Berger
Bethlehem Gallery of Floors
Ellen Bishop
Rita and Michael Bloom
Ellen and Stephen Blumberg
Marybeth and James Bohri
Dean Browning
Alvina L. Campbell
PaƩy and Ian Carlis
Audrey and Oscar Cherney
Church of the Mediator
Ginny and Zachary Cohen
Jane and Robert Cohen
Jodi and Steven CrosseƩ
Dakota Galusha 
    Memorial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Dayton
Mr. and Mrs. Peter DecƟs
Sue and Peter Deringer
Ruth and Walter J. Dex

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Dieter
Judith and George DuPaul
Gregory Ebert
Anne and Robert Episcopo
Iris and Jonathan Epstein
Cathy and ScoƩ Fainor
Lona Farr and David Voelinger
Marlene and Arnan Finkelstein
Tama Fogelman
Andrea and Oldrich Foucek
W. Beall Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. William A.
    Frederick
Francee Fuller and 
    ScoƩ Stoneback
DetecƟve Luiz Garcia
Joan and Robert Gaƫ
Vincent Gerbasio
Betsy and David Gilgoff
Rhoda and Leonard Glazier
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. 
    Greenwald
Karen and Mark Griffith
Ila Belle and Richard Hahn
Janet and Thomas Hally
Bonnie and Robert Hammel
Deborah and Robert Handschue
Joyce and Ralph Hansen
James Harper
Joan and Ronald Harrison
Anne Harrity
Cheryl Helmick
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Hendricks



> $249

Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Hendricks
Vishna and Harold Herrity
Marjorie and Jonathan Hertz
Jill and Greg Hoch
Judi Hoch
Amy S. Hollowbush
Lucinda H. Horn
Gail Howell
Polly and Thomas Hunt
Val and James HuƩon
Janice and A. Flexer Illick
Andrea and Lloyd Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Jones
Nancy Kahler
Susan and Ken Kirschner
Vicki and Clancy Kistler
Ruth C. Kugelman
Cynthia Lambert
Robert Leh
Carol Jean and David Lehr
Susan and Henry E. Lehrich 
Eva and Lawrence P. LeviƩ
Dawn M. Lynch
Jennifer Mann
Paula and John W. Margraf
Bonnie and Robert MarlaƩ
Pat and Bruce McCutcheon
Laura McHugh
Linda and Dennis McLinden

Grayson McNair
Amy and Peter Meleck
Elizabeth Mescavage
Sue and Douglas Michels
Mary Ann and Gary Millenbruch
Judith and Morton Miller
Todd S. Miller
Rosalyn and Peter L. Minoƫ
Wendy and Mark Minoƫ
Kenneth Mohr
Judith and Alan Morrison
Sara and Anthony M. Muir
Ronald Neimeyer
Pennsylvania Chapter of
   American Academy of Pediatrics
Ann and David Packman
Carol and James Palmieri
Roberta and Alan Penn
Susan and Jan Phillips
Denise and MaƩhew Pollack
Lota and Robert M. Post
Charles Richter
Linda A. Rosenfeld
Melissa P. Rudas

with gratitude

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Sabia
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Sandbrook
Sheila and Charles Saunders
Bunny and William J. Scharle
Joan Marx and 
    Ludwig F. Schlecht
Deena and Mark Scoblionko
Mrs. Louis F. Seeds
Dolores and Bertram Shafer
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Shaffer
Fred Shepler
Lolly and Sheldon Siegel
Megan and Ronald W. Skinner
Gilda and Frederic A. Stelzer
Carol and Larry Stephenson
Mrs. Max J. SƟerstorfer
Mrs. Ronald Toth
Beverly  and Stephen A. Volk
Julie and Roger Wanamaker
Vicki Wax
Barbara and Arthur B. Weinrach
Marjorie Weiss
Nicole and Kenneth C. Yee
Carol and Perry Zirkel




