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Mission & Program Highlights

The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth has an ongoing mission to 

provide abused, neglected, and at-risk children and their families 

with the items and services not available to them through 

tradi!onal government or community sources in the Lehigh Valley.

Our pledge to donors is our guarantee that every penny of a 

donor’s contribu!on goes to help a child in need—not to 

administra!on of The Fund. This level of funding is possible 

because The Fund’s trustees personally underwrite opera!ng 

expenses, so that every dollar of every dona!on enhances the life 

of a needy child.

Program Highlights
In the past 7 years, we have helped 9,228 children

by fulfilling requests totaling $1,062,372.

2,737

1,442

1,805

200

1,004

2,100

kids got their own beds

families secured car seats, safety gates, vacuum 
cleaners, bedding, and u!lity payments

kids received school uniforms, winter coats, 
sneakers, and other clothes

kids met their health and hygiene needs

kids a"ended educa!onal classes, 
a#er-school and camp ac!vi!es

kids received addi!onal help through 
Opera!on Santa Claus
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In mid-2019, The Fund expanded the Request guidelines. In addi�on to fulfilling urgent requests like beds 

and school uniforms, The Fund will now fill important requests like children’s dressers. We fulfilled 23 Tier 

2 Requests in 2019.

The Fund’s Trustees evaluate Urgent Requests (Tier 1) within two to three weeks of receipt and 

Important Requests (Tier 2) at the end of each quarter. Trustees consider Tier 2 Requests on a 

first-come/first served basis, and fill them as funding permits.

All Requests must fall into one of the following six categories:

Referral Request Process

Tier 1 Tier 2

Household

Urgent Requests Important Requests

Clothing

Healthcare

Enrichment

Educa on

Scholarships

Beds, ma!resses, cribs, strollers, car 

seats, and safety gates. Also, dine!e 

tables with 4 chairs, refrigerators, 

vacuum cleaners, transporta�on 

costs, and some child care.

Dressers, couches, adult bedding, 

addi�onal dining chairs, and other 

furniture or equipment not 

iden�fied in Tier 1.

Other requests not iden�fied 

in Tier 1.

Other requests not iden�fied in Tier 1.

Other requests not iden�fied in Tier 1.

Other requests not iden�fied in Tier 1.

School uniforms, shoes, sneakers, 

coats, and underwear.

Insect extermina�on, air 

condi�oners for asthma�c children, 

nursing or respite care for parents 

of disabled children.

Enrollment fees for arts, sports, 

academics, school trips, or other 

enrichment opportuni�es.

Preschool, alterna�ve schools, 

voca�onal-technical schools, 

remedial and summer school 

classes.

Overnight camp, day camp, or 

specialized summer programs.

In addi�on, we fund Opera�on Santa Claus through designated funds. This fund 

provides gi"s and other goods for children and families over the holidays.

Non-school clothing and other 

requests not iden�fied in Tier 1.
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Any professional working with children in the Lehigh Valley can apply to The Fund for assistance. 

Professionals may include caseworkers, counselors, clergy, therapists, doctors, visi!ng nurses, and 

other medical personnel.

Before applying to The Fund, the referral source must first explore all other known resources like 

family and community services. If no other resources are available, the referrer submits a Request 

form to The Fund administrator.

A#er ensuring that a Request falls within Fund guidelines, the administrator forwards it to the 

Trustees for review and approval. This process may take up to three weeks, but can

be expedited for emergencies. If the Request is approved,

the administrator forwards the funds to the provider, not

the beneficiary.

The Fund requests that referrers forward an evalua!on

of the child’s experience with the item 

or services within one year.

Luisa, mother of 4-year-old
Northampton County
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History

The Fund began in 1991, when several members of the 

Advisory Commi!ee for the Lehigh County Office of 

Children and Youth Services became increasingly 

concerned that Lehigh Valley children’s needs were o#en 

not met, either because tradi$onal government agencies 

lacked funding or their guidelines limited their efforts.

The commi!ee originally provided donated household 

items and clothing that were not available through 

tradi$onal government sources to the agencies’ at-risk 

families in Lehigh and Northampton Coun$es. Over $me, 

as warehousing and delivery became difficult, the 

commi!ee focused its efforts on fundraising so that it 

could purchase items for at-risk children.

The Founding Trustees established a separate en$ty that 

would support children throughout the Lehigh Valley: 

The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth.

Nicolas, age 7
Lehigh County

kids used to make fun of me 
because my school

uniform was too short.
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From Our Board President

Dear Friends of The Fund,

Because of your great generosity, we were able to broaden the scope of our request 

guidelines so that we can now fulfill more needs than in the past. The ability to expand 

our parameters is thrilling and wide-ranging. We helped a child get his first bed, and we 

helped a family stay together by fulfilling a Request for a three-month security deposit on 

a new apartment.

We’re delighted to be able to foster loving, comfortable, and safe homes for children.

Our happiness was marred by the loss of Anne Harrity, who was not only a founder of the 

Fund, but also a long-"me board member. We think of her 

commitment with awe and gratefulness. 

We con"nue to work hard for our neighbors.

Sincerely,

Jane Ervin

Board President

Ebony, mother of a 4-year-old
 Lehigh County

living on the third floor is 
very hot in summer…

the air conditioner 
helps our daughter’s asthma.
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Trustees and Staff

Laura Black

Cheryl Bleiler

Dolly Butz

Jonathan Epstein

Jane Ervin, President

Jane Aylor Fretz

Luiz Garcia

Nick Giordano

Phyllis L. Grube

Judith A. Harris, Esquire

Vicky Kistler

Reverend Dr. Chris!ne L. Nelson

Elizabeth Scofield

2018-2019 Trustees
Gail Howell 

Staff
Laura Black

Anne M. Harrity+

Anne C. Shire+

Lolly W. Siegel

Seymour Traub, Esquire

+deceased

Founding Trustees

Request: SFS-118

Amount: $200.00

Appeal:  The 9-year-old girl needs a coat, jacket, sneakers, book bag, and miscellaneous 

school supplies. Her father works full-!me at a supermarket, but the mother, who suffers 

from depression, cannot work. Income is slightly over $25,000. 

Status:  Approved

Every week The Fund meets needs like this

Recipient Family
Northampton County

your financial help made it possible for us to have 
our van fixed again and have transportation...
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Unaudited Financials

Contribu�ons from Individuals

Contribu�ons from Corpora�ons, Founda�ons and Government

Total

79,893

22,525

102,418

$

$

$

2019 Revenues:

2019 Distribution of Funds:

Request: NC-4250

Amount: $340.00

Appeal:  The 5- and 9-year old children were living with their mother un�l they became 

homeless. They have now been placed with their father, who has part-�me employment. 

Their mother is no longer in contact with them. The father cannot afford to purchase bunk 

beds for the children who are sleeping on a couch.

Status:  Approved

Every week The Fund meets needs like this

Our Pledge to Donors
We guarantee that every penny 
of a donor’s contribu!on goes 

to help a child in need.

This level of funding is possible because 

The Fund’s trustees personally 

underwrite opera�ng expenses.

Family 

Needs (62%)

Clothing (21%)

Education and Enrichment (8%)

Abuse Prevention (4%)

Camp (2%)

Dental and Health Needs (2%)

Operation Santa Claus (1%)
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$5,000 + $4,999 - $1,000 $999 - $500

Donors

In-Kind

Cheryl and Michael Bleiler

Jonathan and Iris Epstein

Gail Howell

St. Timothy’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Mr. and Mrs. John Stella

Anonymous (2)

The Century Fund 

PNC Bank

Thomas & Amy Scalaci

The Bill Sugra Memorial Fund

Dolly and Lee Butz

City of Allentown

Elkhart Lake’s Road America, Inc.

Jane and Eugene Ervin

Franchise Finance Ci�zens 

 Commercial Banking 

Nicholas and Anita Giordano 

Richard Goddard

The Harry C. Trexler Trust

Jason Hartman

Hospital Central Services, Inc.

Fred J. Jaindl Family Founda�on

Nancy Kapanka

Lehigh County Office of 

 Children & Youth Services

The Ryan Family Founda�on

Elizabeth Scofield & 

 James R. Tanenbaum

Western Salisbury Exchange Club

Anonymous (1)

Richard & Karen Albert

Laura & Robert Black

Greg Butz

Mark and Laura Fine 

Hof & Reid, LLC 

Ferne Kushner

Ed and Gayle Labuda

Chris�ne Nelson

Burke and Pat Swan 

John and Debi Van Brakle

$499 - $250

Anonymous (1)

Edward and Alice Cahn

Noshir and Joanne Chinoy

Lucinda Dealtrey

Peter Dec�s

Thomas and Cynthia Donley

Robert and Anne Episcopo

Jonathan and Iris Epstein

Faith Reformed Church of Christ

W. Beall Fowler

Jane Fretz

James Harper

Mark and Pa!y Klein

Raymond and Jean Federici

Clarence and Suzanne Mason

D. Bradley and Elizabeth Mitchell

Emilio J. Morone

Henry and Phyllis Perkin

Regina Rogers

John P. Servis

St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

John and Maryann Stasik

Sy and Sue Traub

Arthur B. and Barbara Weinrach

The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth | 2019 Annual Report



> $249

Donors

Anonymous (2)

Earl R. and Margaret Ackerman

Alan and Marsha Abraham

Keith and Priscilla Bachman

Edwin Baldrige and Lydia Panas

Peter Barbour

Maryann Barone

William M. and Peggy Berger

Cheryl and Michael Bleiler

Michael and Rita Bloom

Dale and Marlene Blose

Stephen and Ellen Blumberg

Edward J. and Florine Burkhard

Alvina L. Campbell

Ian and Pa!y Carlis

Audrey Cherney

Zachary and Ginny Cohen

Steven and Jodi Crosse!

William H. Dayton 

Peter and Sue Deringer

Walter J. and Ruth Dex

Vincent and Judith Dieter

Terry D. and Priscilla Eckert

Evelyn Fields

Marlene and Arnan Finkelstein

Ollie and Andrea Foucek

William A. and Lois Frederick

The Gadomski Founda"on 

Robert and Sue Gadomski

Karl and Sara Glassman

Leonard and Rhoda Glazier

Mark and Karen Griffith

Shane Gunning

Bernade!e Haas

Richard and Ila Belle Hahn

Thomas and Janet Hally

Ronald and Joan Harrison

George and Sandra Hartzell

Daryl Hendricks

Carol D. Henn

Harold and Vishna Herrity

Jonathan and Marjorie Hertz

Judith Hoch

Philip M. Hof

Gavin P. Holihan

Lucinda H. Horn

Gail Howell

Thomas and Polly Hunt

William Jantzen

Lloyd and Andrea Jones

Nancy Kahler

Arthur and Jane Kaplan

Karl, Joshua and Adam Klinger

Ruth C. Kugelman

Eugene Kozma

Robert Leh

David and Carol Jean Lehr

Sco! Stoneback and Francee Fuller

Michael Lentz

Buddy and Laura Lesavoy

Robert and Bonnie Marla!

Jay and Bonnie McAndrew

Bruce and Pat McCutcheon

Eugene McGuire

Elizabeth Mescavage

Peter L. and Rosalyn Mino$

Susan Miller

Todd Miller and Associates

Kenneth Mohr

Alan and Judith Morrison

Barry Mosebach

Nancy A. Myers

Anthony M. and Sara Muir

Mary-Lin Murphy

Roberta K. Needle

Network for Good

James and Carol Palmieri

Jan and Susan Phillips

Seth Phillips and Marge Kramer 

Ma!hew and Denise Pollack

Alison Post

Russell and Ann Puschak

Rebecca Robertson

Robert Rockmaker

Linda A. Rosenfeld

Melissa P. Rudas

Fred and Martha Rummel

Alan and Mary Salinger

Fred and Gilda Seltzer

Donald and Randi Senderowitz

Elmer Shaffer

Fred Shepler

Sheldon and Lolly Siegel

Alan and Maryann Snyder

Richard and Arlene Stein

Larry and Carol Stephenson

Ozzie and Aimee Stewart

Vincent and Theresa Stravino

Carol Walck and Associates

Lauren Mino$ Wallitsch

Roger and Julie Wanamaker

Vicki Wax

Marjorie Weiss

Maureen Wendling

Cheryl Wright

Kenneth C. and Nicole Yee
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