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Mission & Program Highlights

The mission of The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth is to provide abused, neglected, and at-risk 

children and their families with the items and services not available to them through tradi�onal 

government or community sources in the Lehigh Valley.

We pledge to our donors that every penny of every dona�on will be directed toward helping a child 

in need—not to administra�ve costs. This pledge is possible because The Fund’s trustees personally 

underwrite opera�ng expenses so that every single dollar enhances the life of a needy child.

in the past 9 years, we helped 11,189 children 

$1,305,483

3,512

1,627

2,037

251

1,062

2,700

kids got their own beds

families secured u�lity payments, car seats, 
safety gates, vacuum cleaners, and 
bedding

kids received school uniforms, winter 
coats, sneakers, and other clothes

kids met their health and 
hygiene needs

kids a!ended educa�onal classes, 
a"er-school and camp ac�vi�es

kids received addi�onal help through 
Opera�on Santa Claus
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In 2021, The Fund expanded the Request categories from Tier 1 Urgent Requests and 
Tier 2 Important Requests to include Tier 3 Bedding Requests a!er the trustees 
concluded that children without beds generally lack appropriate bedding (pillow, 
sheets, and blanket). The trustees now rou"nely inquire if bedding is needed when 
funding beds.

The trustees evaluate all Requests within two to three weeks of receipt. They consider 
Tiers 2 and 3 Requests on a first-come/first-served basis, and fill them as funding 
permits.

All Requests must fall into one of the following six categories:

Referral Request Process

Tier 1 Tier 2

Household

Urgent Requests Important Requests

Tier 3
Bedding Requests

Clothing

Healthcare

Enrichment

Educa on

Scholarships

Beds, ma$resses, cribs, strollers, 

car seats, and safety gates. Also, 

dine$e tables with 4 chairs, 

refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, 

transporta"on costs, and some 

child care.

Dressers, couches, adult 

bedding, addi"onal dining 

chairs, and other furniture or 

equipment not iden"fied in 

Tier 1.

Sheets, blanket, pillow.

Other requests not iden"fied in 

Tier 1.

Other requests not iden"fied in 

Tier 1.

Other requests not iden"fied in 

Tier 1.

Other requests not iden"fied in 

Tier 1.

School uniforms, shoes, sneakers, 

coats, and underwear.

Insect extermina"on, air 

condi"oners for asthma"c children, 

nursing or respite care for parents 

of disabled children.

Enrollment fees for arts, sports, 

academics, school trips, or other 

enrichment opportuni"es.

Preschool, alterna"ve schools, 

voca"onal-technical schools, 

remedial and summer school classes.

Overnight camp, day camp, or 

specialized summer programs.

In addi"on, we fund Opera"on Santa Claus through designated contribu"ons. This program 
provides gi!s and other goods for children and families over the holidays.

Non-school clothing and other 

requests not iden"fied in Tier 1.

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable
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Any professional working with children in the Lehigh Valley can apply for assistance.

 

Professionals may include caseworkers, counselors, clergy, therapists, doctors, visi�ng nurses, and 

other medical personnel.

Before applying to The Fund, the referrer must first explore all other family and community services. 

If no other resources are available, the referrer submits a Request form to The Fund administrator. 

A�er ensuring that a Requests falls within Fund guidelines, the administrator forwards it to the trustees 

for review and approval. This process, which may take up to three weeks, can be expedited for 

emergencies. If the Request is approved, the administrator forwards funds to the referrer, not the client.

The Fund asks that referrers forward an evalua�on of the child’s experience with the item or services 

within one year.

Gail Howell, Trustee Emeritus

one of The Fund’s greatest assets is its 

flexibility—its ability to provide grants that 

are tailored to each family’s specific needs.
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This year, The Fund fulfilled 912 requests submi�ed by these 22 organiza�ons working with at-risk 
children in the Lehigh Valley.

Abraxas Youth & Family Services, Allentown

Aspire to Autonomy, Allentown 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 

 Lehigh Valley, Allentown 

Diakon, Allentown

Family Promise of Lehigh Valley, Allentown 

Homestead Family Services, Allentown

Jus�ce Works Family of Services, Allentown 

Lehigh County Children & Youth, Allentown

Lehigh County Integrated Services,

 Allentown

Liberty High School, Bethlehem

Merakey, Bethlehem 

New Bethany Ministries, Bethlehem 

Agencies

Northampton County Children & Youth

 Services, Bethlehem

Pennsylvania Mentor, Bethlehem 

Pennsylvania Migrant Educa�on Program,

 Bethlehem

Pinebrook Family Answers, Allentown 

Signature Family Services

 (Allentown office), West Reading 

Sixth Street Shelter, Allentown 

Third Street Alliance, Easton 

Valley Youth House, Bethlehem 

William Allen High School, Allentown 

Youth Advocate Programs, Bethlehem 

Martin, age 8

Lehigh County

my friends made fun of me at school because 

my pants were too short.
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History of The Fund

The Fund began in 1991 when several members of the Advisory Commi�ee for the Lehigh County 
Office of Children and Youth Services became increasingly concerned that Lehigh Valley children’s 
needs were o"en not met, either because tradi#onal government agencies lacked funding or 
guidelines limited their efforts.

The commi�ee originally provided donated household items and clothing to the agencies’ at-risk families 
in Lehigh and Northampton Coun#es. Over #me, as warehousing and delivery became difficult, the 
commi�ee focused its efforts on fundraising so it could purchase items for at-risk children.

The founding trustees established a separate en#ty that would support children throughout the Lehigh 
Valley: The Fund to Benefit Children & Youth.

Amount: $800

Appeal:  The single mother of three, ages 5, 10, and 12, a�ends 

college full-#me and works part-#me. She recently had her work hours 

reduced, and now earns under $10,000 yearly. She receives no financial 

help from the children’s father or her family. The children need clothes 

and basic hygiene products like toothpaste which she can’t afford. 

Status:  Approved

The Fund helped 3 kids whose mom is in college
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From Our Board President

Dear Friends of The Fund,

We have completed a tough and unnerving year, but have emerged confident that our work remains  

meaningful for the Lehigh Valley’s children. We fulfilled all the Requests we received for clothes, beds 

and other furniture, and emergency u"lity payments that families could not obtain anywhere else. 

Although we know that COVID ravaged the children’s days through lost social interac"on, lost financial 

security, and lost lives, we saw a perplexing phenomenon: Requests to the Fund declined—not 

because needs declined, but because these children became even less visible. They didn’t go to school 

where counselors could see them, and social workers didn’t visit their homes. Thus, the number of 

children we helped in 2021 decreased by 13%.

With fewer COVID restric"ons, kids are again in school and social service 

personnel are again seeing children and visi"ng families. Consequently, we 

saw more needs at the end of the year than at the beginning, and we 

an"cipate a significant increase in 2022.

An"cipated increased Requests, however, are not the only 

issue pu#ng pressure on our budget. The price of some 

items will increase in the coming year. Bunk beds, for 

example, will go up 58 percent, and dressers  13 

percent.

Your interest and support are cri"cal to The 

Fund’s ability to help these kids. We hope you’ll 

remain involved, as they have urgent needs.  

Together, we will forge ahead.

Sincerely, 

Jane Ervin

Board President

Gail Howell, Trustee Emeritus
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Trustees and Staff

Laura Black

Cheryl Bleiler

Erica Bortz

Dolly Butz

Jonathan Epstein

Jane Ervin, President

Luiz Garcia

Nick Giordano

Phyllis L. Grube

Judith A. Harris, Esq.

Vicky Kistler

Suzanne Habif Mason

Anna Morffi

Rev. Dr. Chris�ne L. Nelson

Elizabeth Scofield

2020-2021 Trustees
Gail Howell

Trustee Emeritus

Pam Sullivan

Fund Administrator

Laura Black

Anne M. Harrity+

Anne C. Shire+

Lolly W. Siegel

Seymour Traub, Esquire

+deceased

Founding Trustees

Camilia,  mother of 7-year-old twins

Lehigh County

heaven sent you!

my daughters had to share my bed

but now they each have their own!
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Unaudited Financials

Contribu�ons from Individuals

Contribu�ons from Corpora�ons, Founda�ons, Government, and Religious Organiza�ons

Total

114,200

66,671

180,871

$

$

$

2021 Revenues:

2021 Distribution of Funds:

Our Pledge to Donors
We guarantee that every penny 
of a donor’s contribu!on goes 

to help a child in need.

This level of funding is possible because 

The Fund’s trustees personally 

underwrite opera�ng expenses.

Family Needs (56%)

Clothing (19%)

Health (3%)

Education & Enrichment (5%)

Camp (4%)

Abuse Prevention (>1%)
Operation Santa Claus (>1%)

Tier-3 Needs (3%)

Tier-2 Needs (10%)

Amount: $379.00 (Tier 2)

Appeal:  The parents of three children, ages 7, 10, and 13, have begun pu!ng 

their lives in order a"er they lost their jobs during the COVID-19 lockdown. 

Although they secured an apartment, they cannot afford to buy a dine%e set so the 

family can eat together, and the children can do homework on a flat surface.

Status: Approved

The Fund responded to needs resulting from COVID-19:
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$5,000 + $4,999 - $1,000

Donors

Anonymous (3)

Mario Andre! 

Alvin H. Butz, Inc. 

Dolly & Lee Butz 

City Center Allentown 

Richard Goddard 

Tara & Jim Knicos Founda"on

 in honor of Dr. Darren Traub

Lehigh County CARES

J.B. & Kathleen Reilly

Thomas & Amy Scalici 

 Charitable Fund

Bill Sugra Memorial Fund 

Trexler Trust

Anonymous (2)

Allentown Associates 

Allentown Rotary Club

Richard & Karen Albert

Barbra Andre!-Curto

Polly Beste 

Erica Bortz 

Eric Butz

Greg Butz 

Mike & Codi Butz

Shari Butz 

Joseph & Susan Cimerola 

Ciocca Ford

Mar"n D. Cohen Family Founda"on 

$999 - $500

Laura & Robert Black 

Ross & Wendy Born 

Robert & Anne Episcopo 

Jonathan & Iris Epstein

Ray & Jean Federici 

Mark & Lauren Fine 

Beall Fowler 

Robert & Bonnie Hammel 

Hof & Reid

Suzanne & Clarence Mason

Morrison Family 

 Charitable Founda"on  

Chris"ne Nelson

Network For Good 

Night Vision Devices, Inc.

James & Carol Palmieri 

C. Burke & Patricia Swan 

Jane & Eugene Ervin

Faith Reformed Church of Walnutport

Sue & Robert Gadomski

Paul & Janice Gross

Judith Harris 

Jason Hartman 

Ray & Donna Holton

Iron Pigs Chari"es

Fred Jaindl Founda"on 

Paul & Sally Kra#

PNC Founda"on 

Provident Bank 

Ryan Family Founda"on

Elizabeth Scofield & 

 James R. Tanenbam  

Amy & Nicholas Slenker

St. John's UCC, Allentown

Two Rivers Health & 

 Wellness Founda"on 

John & Debra VanBrakle

Carol Walck & Associates 
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$499-$250 >$250

Donors

Anonymous (3)

Amaranth Founda!on/Joan Moran 

Robert Anderson

Cur!s H. & Joanne Barne"e 

Anne Baum

Judy Brown-DuPaul

Noshir & Joanne Chinoy 

Carol Dazzo 

Lucinda Dealtrey 

Dec!s Pain!ng 

Randy & Rhonda Dietz 

Robert & Katherine Donatelli 

Jane Fretz 

Jordan Goldman

Charlo"e Hobel 

Jewish Federa!on

 of the Lehigh Valley  

Vicky & Clancy Kistler 

J. Patrick & Renee Kleaveland 

Lab One Financial Services 

Edward & Gail Labuda

Bob & Sandy Love" 

Henry Lyons

Charlie & Ruth Marcon

Elizabeth Mescavage   

D. Bradley & Elizabeth Mitchell 

Gina & Dennis Morton

The Honorable & Mrs. Henry Perkin  

Philadelphia Founda!on 

Steven & Katrina Rainford 

John Servis 

Richard Silberg

Ronald & Megan Skinner 

Carl Weiss 

Walter & Robin Wolak 

Anonymous (2) 

Alan & Marsha Abraham 

Wendy Body & Todd Ackerman 

Dr. Houman & Lori Ahdieh 

AHS Class of 1954 

Amazon Smiles 

Robert Anderson 

Susan Anthony 

Diane & Thomas Arndt 

Maryann Bachert 

Keith & Yvonne Bachman 

Bartholomew Insurance LLC 

Robert & Connie Bear 

William & Margaret Berger 

Nancy Bischoff 

Cheryl Bleiler

Dale & Marlene Blose 

Nanne"e Bratspies

Edward & Florine Burkhard 

Bertha Busocker 

Edward & Alice Cahn 

Alvina Campbell 

Pa"y & Ian Carlis 

Audrey Cherney 

Douglas & Margaret Clark 

Contractor Solu!on 

Steven & Jodi Crosse" 

Sheila & William Dayton 

Sylvia Derea 

Dr. Walter & Ruth Dex 

Vincent & Judith Dieter 

Marie Drosnock

Suzanne & Brian Dunn

Eden East LTD 

Jeane"e Eichenwald 

Cynthia Ernst 

Jonathan & Linda Ernst   

John & Elaine Ezbiansky 

Angela Faidley 

Dr. Lona Farr & David Voellinger   

Dan & Sharon Fenstermacher 

Jus!n Ferris 

Arnan & Marlene Finkelstein 

M. Flosdorf 

Neil & Marjorie Forgosh 

Oldrich II & Andrea Foucek

In-Kind Gifts

Alvin H. Butz, Inc.

Community Services for Children

Jonathan Epstein

Jeff Glazier

Mailchimp

Pexels 

Unsplash

Working Dog Press

K. & R. Fraley 

Jamie Frank 

Linda Franzese 

William & Lois Frederick

Henry & Monica Friess 

M. Gaugler 

David & Elizabeth Gilgoff

Karl & Sara Glassman 

Leonard Glazier 

Mark Greenberg 

Bernade"e Haas 

Tiffany Hafner

Ila Belle & Richard Hahn   

Thomas & Janet Hally 

Deborah Handschue

William & Chris!na Hankee 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Harrison 

George & Sandra Hartzell 

David Hay

John Hayes 

Daryl & Marlene Hendricks    

Carol Henn 

Harold & Vishna Herrity 

John & Nancy Hinnerschietz 

Judith Hoch 

Neal Hoch 

Ellen & Philip Hof 

Laura Hoffman 

Hopko Excava!ng, Inc. 

William & Lucinda Horn 

Shelly Hovan
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>$250 (continued)

Donors

Gail Howell 

Dawn Huff 

Allan & Donna Hunger

Thomas & Polly Hunt 

James & Valerie Hu�on 

Susan Jones 

Virginia Josar 

Nancy Kahler 

Marty & Suzanne Katz

Dr. Steven & Audrey Kanoff 

Michael & Frances Kaufman 

Dr. Charles & Joann Kelly 

Audrey Kerschner 

Owen Klicker

Sco� Kline 

Karl Klinger 

Heather Kramer 

Mar�n Krasnov 

Ruth Kugelman 

Stephen Kunst 

Diane LaBelle 

Cynthia Lambert 

Valerie Lane 

Robert & Carol Leh 

David & Carol Jean Lehr 

Russ & Donna Leibensperger 

Michael & Deborah Loew

Sco� Lushbough 

A. Machulsky 

Jennifer Mann 

Anne Marko

Shari M. Marston

Joseph & Bonnie McAndrew

Christopher & Jennifer McGrath

Dr. Eugene & Mrs. Katherine

 McGuire

Sherry Meck

N. Meilinger

Amy & Peter Meleck 

Susan Miller 

Todd S. Miller & Associates 

Peter & Roslayn Mino�  

Russell Miserendino 

Jack & Leslie Morrone

Anthony & Sara Muir 

New Temple Chapter No. 298

M. Navare�e

PA Chapter of the AAP 

Ann Packman

Jennifer Pagliaroli

Parkside Ventures

Don & Diana Pa�

Doug & Georgie Pa�

Jan & Susan Phillips

Alvin Philpo�s

Lynda Pollack & Charles Richter 

Dr. Ma�hew & Denise Pollack

Allison Puchyr

Edward D. Reibman 

D. Reichley

R. Reppert

Ellen Roberts

Rebecca Robertson

Linda Rosenfeld

D. Rother

Melissa P. Rudas 

Alan & Mary Salinger

John & Mischel Satunas 

Saylor’s Lawn & Landscape

Joseph & Nina Schaffer

Paul & Judy Schilling

Jane Wells Schooley

Elmer & Lois Shaffer 

Fred Shepler

Sheldon & Lolly Siegel 

Mary Louise Snyder

Darlene Souders

Richard & Arlene Stein

Larry & Carol Stephenson 

Aimee Stewart 

Sco� Stoneback & Francee Fuller

David Stortz

Arthur Swallow

Chris�ne Townsend

Herbert & Constance Trexler

Denise Watson 

Vicki Wax 

Sylvia Weber 

Marjorie Weiss 

Maureen Wendling 

Suzanne Wenner 

Ma�hew Wieder 

Rima Wilby 

Lore�a Wiltraut 

Jeremy Winch 

Cheryl Wright 

Shawn Yeakel 

Linda Young

Robert Yost 
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